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WE ARE APPROACHING THE END OF THE YEAR, AND SO IT’S TIME
TO REFLECT ON THE OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLANGES WE HAVE
EXPERIENCED THROUGHOUT 2020.
When we think of 2020, we can’t help but think of COVID-19. Many businesses, families,
and individuals have struggled, but thanks to our customers, our LATICRETE family, our
BENFER family, and all of their continued support, LATICRETE Europe has a lot to celebrate.
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Since the acquisition of BENFER last fall (September 2019), the LATICRETE and BENFER teams have continued
with many integration activities. Integrating two companies that arise from two different realities is no easy
feat, and it required the continued commitment of the entire Europe team. The enthusiasm and commitment
from the team is high, and I congratulate the team for all their efforts.
This year, as we all know, was a unique year; the global COVID-19 pandemic forced us to experience the
company differently: socially distanced and working through lockdowns and restricted movements. Despite this,
I continue to see the commitment, resilience and collaborative efforts of the whole team.
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We are now entering the final phase of the integration process: the legal merger of two companies (LATICRETE
and BENFER), which from 2021 forward will be a single company, LATICRETE Europe S.r.l. a socio unico. Amidst
their normal day-to-day responsibilities, a task force of various department heads was established to review
and oversee all the legal and operational aspects related to merging the two company. The team has been
working diligently despite this second wave of COVID-19, which has forced us to enter into another round of
‘smart working’, or remote working from home.
I am optimistic that we will meet our deadlines and again it is with pride and gratitude I congratulate
the team.
We continue to work to serve you, always. Thank you for your continued to support to LATICRETE. Best wishes to
you and your family — we look forward to a propserous 2021! Buone feste!
Ph: +39 059 557680
Email: info@laticreteeurope.com
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Un caro saluto.

Eddy Bonucelli
Regional Director, LATICRETE Europe
Follow us:
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HOLIDAY CLOSURES

It’s hard to believe that 2020 is coming to a close. What a year it’s
been! Please note we will be closed for our annual holiday closure:
 24 and 25 December 2020
 from 31 December 2020 through 6 January 2021

We will reopen Thursday, 7 January 2021.
WE WISH YOU HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND A HAPPY 2021!
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LATICRETE TECHNICAL SERVICE TIPS

CARE GUIDE FOR TILE & STONE
Tile and stone are a great choice as finishes for floors, walls, facades, and many other applications. They will provide years and years of
functionality, but what is often forgotten or misunderstood is that in order to retain its beauty, some simple but important maintenance is necessary.
LATICRETE® is passionate about stone and tile. We believe that natural stone and tile are precious and beautiful materials that deserve to be
treated with the utmost care. That’s why we provide STONETECH® products of only the highest quality which have been formulated by scientists who
understand how to care for stone and tile surfaces of every kind.
This Care Guide is intended to provide basic information in the care and maintenance of your tile. Information is for reference purposes only.
If you have specific questions regarding these matters, we encourage you to contact LATICRETE Technical Support for maintenance assistance
(technicalservices@laticreteeurope.com).

TILE & STONE CARE DO’S AND DON’T’S
 DO use STONETECH® sealers to protect your stone and tile.
 DO clean up spills immediately to minimize damage to your stone and tile.
 DO place a small rug or mat at entry ways to trap dirt and small sand from normal foot traffic.
 DO clean surfaces regularly with STONETECH® REVITALIZER® CLEANER & PROTECTOR or STONETECH® STONE & TILE CLEANER.
 DO call the Technical Support for maintenance assistance.
 DON’T use abrasive cleaners such as dry cleaners or soft cleaners.
DON’T use alkaline cleaners not specifically formulated for stone.

www.laticrete.eu
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EMPLOYEE HIGHLIGHTS: INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW GENERAL MANAGER OF LATICRETE NORDIC

INTRODUCTION TO BJÖRN FJERDINGBY, GENERAL MANAGER OF LATICRETE NORDIC
We have the great pleasure to introduce Björn Fjerdingby, who (re)joined the LATICRETE family as of April 2020. Since 1
May 2020, Björn has officially taken the position of General Manager for LATICRETE Nordic, replacing Morten Gaarud, who
will remain in the LATICRETE family as a consultant for LATICRETE Europe. They both will continue to report to Eddy Bonucelli,
Regional Director for Europe.
Björn has been involved in the tiling business since 2005 — and even worked as
Sales Director for LATICRETE Nordic between 2014 and 2017. Then for personal
reasons he moved and started work in the Norwegian division of German company
UZIN (UZIN Utz.), a flooring company specializing in materials such as self-levelling,
floor adhesives, treatments for soft floors, and materials for parquet.
These different experiences have allowed him to expand his professional skills and
knowledge. Björn speaks Swedish (native language), Norwegian and English.
“I am really happy, excited and motivated to be part of the LATICRETE family once
again. I am grateful and happy to have this opportunity. We are building a strong team
for the future and I am confident that we will achieve our goals.” - Björn Fjerdingby

From left to right: Björn Fjerdingby, Morten Gaarud, Jack Björnson

We thank Björn Fjerdingby for joining our family — and we look forward to working with Morten Gaarud in his new role and appreciate all his
help and contributes to LATICRETE!
They may be reached at:
Björn Fjerdingby
bjorn@laticrete.no
+47 23339000
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Morten Gaarud
morten@laticrete.no
+47 91376263

EMPLOYEE HIGHLIGHTS: INTERVIEW WITH BJØRN FJERDINGBY, GENERAL MANAGER, LATICRETE NORDIC

GET TO KNOW BJÖRN FJERDINGBY
Can you introduce yourself? Tell us about Björn.
My name is Björn Fjerdingby. I am originally from Sweden, but I
moved to Oslo in 2005 due to my passion of music. My last name
Fjerdingby, is actually a small community or ”village” out side of
Oslo. This is where my fathers side of the family originate. I always
loved going there in summertime as a child. I am 39 years old, and i
try to stay fit by playing tennis and spending as much of my time as
possible outside in nature. Norway has the most beautiful nature. If
youʼve never been to Norway, you have to put it on you bucket list.

What are you most passionate about?
Ever since I was a child, my passion have always been about music.
I started playing guitar when I was seven, and just never stopped. I
still play every day, more or less. I am also very passionate about
summertime. I love going home to the west coast of Sweden in the
summer. Spending time with my family and friends. Nothing is as
good as a morning swim in the ocean.

They already contributed a lot of structure to the company, and we
are really looking forward to a positive 2021. We are in dialog with
some new big customers. We are working on a wider, yet more
structured product line. Product catalogues, training programs,
training facilities and so on. We have big plans to grow our company
in Norway and the rest of the nordic countries, Iʼm sure about that.
Whatʼs something youʼre really into right now?
Besides LATICRETE, I am working on a new project with my good
friend and musician, Hampus. His voice brings me back to the sweet
60ʼs music that my father taught me to listen to. Like Jim Morrison
and such. We just love drinking a cup of tea and having a good time
in the studio together.
Whatʼs the most interesting thing youʼve learned
recently?
I have learned a little bit more about company economics/finance.
We are looking at cutting unnecessary costs right now. And It
is really interesting and kind of fun. It is always fun to learn new
things. And I am really looking forward to learning more about the
Laticrete Eco-flooring systems later this year. I think that is going to
be great success for us in LATICRETE Nordic.
What did you want to be when you grew up?
Hehe… first i wanted to be a policeman like everyone else. But then
around the age of 6 or 7 I heard Metallica for the first time. The
song was ”Pulling Teeth” from their first album Kill ‘Em All, Itʼs a
bass solo by Cliff Burton. From that day I wanted to be a rockstar.

Whatʼs the nicest thing anyoneʼs ever said about you?
What do you like to do for fun?
Besides music and summertime, I like spending time with my My mother tells me she is proud of me every time I talk to her. That
is always nice.
girlfriend and my friends.
How do you spend your days?
I wake up early, and go to work. I always drink my morning coffee at
work, itʼs a great way to start the day. After work I go home, change
clothes and go for a run, or play tennis. After that I cook dinner with
my girlfriend, and enjoy my evenings with her.
What are you most excited about right now?
Thats easy, I am so exited to be back with the LATICRETE family, you
wouldnʼt believe it.
We’ve hired 2 new people this year. Morten Torp and Jannike Alm.

What problem do you wish you could
solve?
I wish I could solve all the worlds problems, It
hurts me to se all this pain around the world.
But more realistically, I think we can solve a lot
of problems together. Like plastics in the ocean,
we can all contribute by sorting our waste, and
think carefully of what we buy…

www.laticrete.eu
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PRODUCT
TILE
AND STONE
UPDATES
JOURNAL EDITORIAL, DECEMBER 2020

LIVERPOOL FIRM PLAYS A ROLE IN MOSAIC-INSPIRED MANCHESTER CITY KIT

As the 2020/21 Premier League season gets underway, Palace and its people, which is why they looked towards mosaics.”
Chemicals Ltd (aka Laticrete UK) is celebrating the part it has been
able to play in putting mosaics at the heart of Manchester City’s new The official YouTube clip for the launch describes the city as being full
of Art, Industry, Music, Noise & Fashion and that it’s mirrored in the
home kit.
mosaics of Manchester. This shirt is a tribute to ‘our City’, which is a
Palace Chemicals, an independent manufacturer of adhesives and mash up that make it legendary! The clips can be found using the
building materials and licensee of Laticrete for the UK, has been the following links:
supplier of choice for Man City mosaic artist Mark Kennedy for more
than a decade – and Mark’s work has now been used by Puma as (1) NEW MAN CITY PUMA HOME KIT | Season 2020/21
the inspiration behind the club’s new home kit.
(2) MAN CITY MOSAIC KIT | Players add the finishing touches | 2020/21
Mark (53), who lives and works in Ancoats (just a stone’s throw from The club’s relationship with mosaics stretches back a century to when
the Etihad Stadium) said: “My work is all around the ground. It’s in the original Man City mosaic first adorned the gates of the club’s
the training academy; it’s in some of the players’ homes. I took the former home at Maine Road.
tiled mosaics down from the old Maine Road Stadium so mosaics are
Mark, who has been creating mosaics for the Sky Blues for more
a key part of what Man City is all about.
than a decade was involved in the painstaking removal of those old
Mark believes official kit sponsor Puma’s intentions with the mosaic- artworks – and in the intervening years, he has gone on to create
inspired kit was to tap into a core element of the city’s identity. He several iconic player artworks that now decorate the City Football
said: “Man City is obviously a major brand and a big commercial Academy as a means of inspiring the next generation of players.
name around the world, so Puma wanted to create a design with
authenticity. They wanted something real and relevant to Manchester But he says the quality of his work wouldn’t be as good without the
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TILE AND STONE JOURNAL EDITORIAL, DECEMBER 2020
‘kit’ he uses himself - which includes LATICRETE products, including
SPECTRALOCK PRO PREMIUM Grout and LATICRETE 254 Platinum
along with other products from the Laticrete and Palace ranges.
Mark, who has been sponsored by Palace and Laticrete for a number
of years, said: “I use these on all of my outdoor work. I work closely
with Palace and its Managing Director, Charles Clapham MBE.
“I wouldn’t have the quality of mosaics that I have without these
products.”
He added: “This new kit is not the result of boardroom directives.
It’s the result of the music, the street art, the football, the people
and the noise of the city it describes. Manchester has a Roman
heritage and a deep civic pride. There are mosaics all over this city
so this new kit feels exactly right. These are hardy people; this is a
hardy city - and mosaics are as hardy as an art form gets.”
As for his own part in the development of the kit, Mark’s pride is
unmistakable. He added: “The closest I ever really got to athletics is
throwing a dart or pushing a domino so I’m proud beyond words to
be working with people like this and to be helping create something
that means something special to the city, to the people and to the
club I love.”
Charles Clapham said: “We have been working with Mark for many
years now and watched the masterpieces Mark has created; More
recently we asked Mark to work with us on a tribute piece to Captain
Sir Tom Moore, where Mark created a fantastic work of art that we
are donating to the trust to hopefully auction off in a bid to add to
the already amazing fund raising efforts by Sir Tom himself.

But once again, it makes us immensely proud to not only be
associated with Mark Kennedy and his outstanding work but to play
a part in making it happen. We are so thrilled for his art to be
recognised in this way by Manchester City”.
This article was originally published in Tile and Stone Journal, December 2020 Issue.

www.laticrete.eu
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: RUSELØKKVEIEN 26 OFFICE BUILDING IN OSLO, NORWAY

RUSELØKKVEIEN 26 BY SCHMIDT HAMMER LASSEN (DK) – “BREEAM EXCELLENT”
Ruseløkkveien 26 is will be one of the most prominent, attractive office buildings in the heart of Oslo. The project is
currently under construction, but was designed and will be built accordingly to fullfill the requirements of “BREEAM
Excellent.” Anticipated completion is 2021.

Photo courtesy of Schmidt/Hammer/Lassen (DK)

LOCATION: Oslo, Norway
ARCHITECTS: Schmidt Hammer Lassen (DK)
TOTAL AREA: 62,500 m2
STONE CONTRACTOR: Ellingard Gruppen AS
LATICRETE PRODUCTS: 2000 m2 of sound isolation materials
(GenieMat® RST), 254 PLATINUM adhesive, and 335 MAXI LW tile
adhesive.

Photo courtesy of Schmidt/Hammer/Lassen (DK)
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: PALERMO FC MUSEUM IN PALERMO ITALY

THE PALERMO FOOTBALL CLUB MUSEM IS BORN
In November 2020 on the 120th anniversary of the foundation of Palermo, the new Palermo Museum was born.
This museum, located inside the Renzo Barbera stadium, honours the history of the Palermo Football Club through
memorabilia and multimedia experiences.

LOCATION: Palermo, Italy
OWNER: Palermo FC
FLOORING CONTRACTOR: Sicef Costruzioni
DISTRIBUTOR: Cusimano Prestianni Srl
PROJECT AREA: 250 m2
LATICRETE PRODUCTS: GUARD PA PURE (polyaspartic resinous flooring system)

www.laticrete.eu
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PRODUCT FEATURE: PERMACOLOR® SELECT

PERMACOLOR® SELECT: INDUSTRY LEADING PERFORMANCE
PERMACOLOR® SELECT is an advanced high performance cement grout that offers the industry’s first dispensable dry pigment solution.
PERMACOLOR SELECT is designed for virtually all types of residential and commercial installations
and offers optimum performance on the most demanding exterior or interior applications. Easy to
mix, grout and clean, PERMACOLOR SELECT is fast setting and suitable for joints 1.5 mm to 12
mm wide on floors or walls; PERMACOLOR SELECT FINE is suitable for joints from 1 mm to 6 mm.

KEY FEATURES:
Exceeds ANSI A118.7 and achieves EN 13888 CG2 WA
Good for submerged use
Low VOC — safe and easy to use
Enhanced stain resistance – equipped with STONETECH® Sealer Technology
Vibrant consistent colour with COLOR KIT – resists efflorescence
High strength; fibre reinforced – crack and shrink resistant
Fast setting – ready for foot traffic in 3-4 hours

SYSTEM
WARRANTY*
EQUIPPED WITH

STONETECH®
SEALER

PACKAGING & COLOURS:

T E C H N O L O G Y

PERMACOLOR SELECT Base – available in 5.5 kg bags (4 bags per box)
®
PERMACOLOR SELECT FINE Base – available in 3.6 kg bags (6 bags per box)
®
PERMACOLOR SELECT COLOR KIT – available in 52 standard colours
®

Contattaci per il tuo prossimo progetto:
info@laticreteeurope.com

Refer to the LATICRETE Europe Grout Colour Chart for complete colour selection information.

PERMACOLOR® SELECT COLOR KITS ARE EASY TO MIX
1. Simply select your COLOR KIT.
2. Mix the pigment packets it with PERMACOLOR SELECT BASE.
3. Then grout.
®

*Refer to DS 230.13EU and DS 230.10EU on website for details on product and system warranties.
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GETTING SOCIAL

GETTING SOCIAL WITH
LATICRETE EUROPE
Thank you to all our followers for
sharing your projects with us!
It’s great to see where
are being used. Keep on
maybe your project will
in our newsletter or in
light!

our products
sharing, and
end up featured
a Project Spot-

		@laticreteeurope
		@LaticreteEurope
		@laticreteeurope
		@Laticrete-Europe-srl
		www.laticrete.eu

Tag us in your
posts!
pe
#laticreteeuro
#laticreteuk
#laticrete
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