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FROM THE

DESK OF...

I

hope you celebrated the start of 2021 in good spirits. Now that
we are a few weeks into the New Year, it’s good to look ahead
and think about all the exciting changes, challenges and rewards
that this year will bring us.

Ritesh Singh
General Manager
LATICRETE Middle East and Africa

Although 2020 was a challenging year for all of us, we emerged
stronger and braver. I would like to thank the team at LATICRETE
Middle East and Africa, as this is only possible with their continued
dedication and teamwork. This new business year may not be an
easy one to navigate through, but together we are stronger.
The recent signing of the AlUla accord, at the 41st summit of the
Gulf Cooperation Council in Saudi Arabia presents a united Gulf
front and leads us to be highly optimistic for the wider business
climate in the region.
The UAE authorities have been constantly raising awareness
among the public about the importance of vaccinating and its role
in enhancing immunity to prevent health complications caused by
COVID -19 especially among high-risk groups.
LATICRETE has answered the call and some of our members have
already taken their first dose, whilst the rest of our team are
closely following suit.
I wish you all a warm and prosperous new year.
Stay Safe, Stay Healthy.
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NEWS & 		
EVENTS

Celebrating UAE Flag Day 2020
The team LATICRETE Middle East celebrated UAE flag day while maintaining social distance.
On December 2, 1971, the UAE flag was raised for the first time by Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan to mark the country’s union.
The flag of the United Arab Emirates contains the Pan-Arab colors, which are red, green, white, and black, to show Arab unity. The Flag was designed
by a Young Emirati boy named as Abdullah Mohammed Al Maainah in 1971.
Trivia: The designer of the flag, Abdullah Mohammad Al Maainah, didn’t realise his design had been chosen until it was raised on the flagpole in
1971.

The Dubai Ride was so much fun
LATICRETE team members were also part of this historical Fitness Challenge of
Dubai!!
The Sheikh Zayed Road was converted into a huge and world-class cycling
track. More than 20000 people participated to experience this cycling!
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Dubai Crown Prince
and Chairman of Dubai Executive Council, joined residents for the epic ride
along Sheikh Zayed Road during the Dubai Ride 2020, which is part of the
Dubai Fitness Challenge.
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Virtual Year End Celebration!
COVID, stopped travel, stopped our “normal”way of life . . .
But COVID CAN’T

STOP

LOVE

Here we are , still smiling, still sharing the love and still finding camaraderie amongst our team across the globe.
we take this opportunity to also wish you, the readers of our magazine and all of your loved ones, a safe, healthy
and pleasant 2021.

Congratulations on your Promotions!

HARIKUMAR NARAYANAN
DIRECTOR SALES & MARKETING
MIDDLE EAST
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VIVEK MOHILE
DIRECTOR SALES & MARKETING
SAUDI ARABIA

JOSEPH DACOSTA
DIRECTOR SALES & MARKETING
AFRICA

SRINIVAS REDDI

ARAM SK

PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR
MANUFACTURING UNIT - UAE

APPLICATOR
MIDDLE EAST
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LATAFINISH Wall Putty Retail launch!
LATAFINISH Wall Putty and Superset Retail launch in Africa

Our team in Africa, moving into the retail market in Nairobi to introduce and distribute our products LATAFINISH Wall Putty & SUPERSET Tile’0’Tonic.
LATAFINISH is a cement-based and water-resistant wall putty for use on plaster / concrete walls and ceilings.
The SUPERSET is a macromolecule-based polymer concentrate to be mixed with water and used with cement to enhance and double the strength of
cement.

LATAFINISH Wall Putty Retail launch in UAE
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LATAFINISH Wall Putty launch in KSA
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# OngoingProjects@LMEA # ProjectReferences@LMEA
Hotel Renovation Project in Dubai
The following LATICRETE products were used in an ongoing hotel project for the
application of wall and floor.
HIGH STRENGTH MORTAR: A Cementitious ready to use blend of special dry
polymer powders. The addition of a controlled amount of clean water produces
a highly consistent repair mortar suitable for structural concrete and masonry
repairs.
LATAPOXY® 300 ADHESIVE: A factory-proportioned kit consisting of epoxy
resin, hardener, and chemical resistant silica filler.
254 PLATINUM: An ultimate one-step, polymer fortified, thin-set mortar for
interior and exterior installation of ceramic tile, porcelain tile, thin porcelain tile,
stone, quarry tile, pavers, and brick.

A peek of the Majestic
Dubai Skyline at night,
from the Madinat Jumeirah
pool installed by various
LATICRETE® products!
- 9235 Waterproofing Membrane
- LATAPOXY® 300 Adhesive
- LATAPOXY® 310 Stone Adhesive
- LATAPOXY® SP 100
Photo by the Contractor.
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New Shopping Mall - UAE
Looking for some new place for shopping, entertainment & leisure?
Check out the progress of the on-going shopping Mall project at UAE that
uses our 317 Floor & Wall tile adhesive and SPECTRALOCK® PRO Grout.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------We’ll definitely visit once it opens !
Photos : Francis Abreo.

Sample and
training for Aqua
Barrier with a new
Waterproofing
Contractor in UAE
Photos : Swati Singh
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Another beautiful swimming
pool is in progress with a
LATICRETE waterproofing
system
The project is nearing completion in the UAE with
a LATICRETE tile and stone installation system with
a primary waterproofing membrane Aqua Barrier.
Also, 9235 Waterproofing membrane is used as a
secondary waterproofing product.
LATICRETE Products:
Aqua Barrier
3701 Fortified Mortar Bed
9235 Waterproofing membrane,
254 Platinum Adhesive
Permacolor Grout.
Photos : Swati Sngh.

A customized training for the
team Bayet Alebaa - KSA
We conducted a new technical training program
for the professionals of Bayet Alebaa, Abha
branch lead by Mr. Mounier Fahad, Technical
Sales Representative KSA.
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International
Pretty unique
project with
LATICRETE Products
Husband and wife team, Oliver
and Breanna Ledbetter, Owners
of Little Tile Guy in Western North
Carolina, USA (CTEF Certified
Installer #1577) created this
custom tree scene shower for
his client using a variety of
LATICRETE® products including:
209 Floor Mud, HYDRO BAN®
liquid waterproofing and
PERMACOLOR® Select grout in
Chocolate Truffle, Toasted Almond
and Smoke Grey colors.

Sparkle on!
Our friend Allison Eden, Owner
of Allison Eden Studios out
of New York City, NY, USA is
always getting her "sparkle
on"! Check out the in
progress pictures of one of her
latest projects.
She's using 254 Platinum
thinset and later will use
LATICRETE grout to finish this
up.
254 is an ultimate onestep, polymer fortified,
thin-set mortar for interior
and exterior installation of
ceramic tile, porcelain tile,,
Gauged Porcelain Tile Panels/
Slabs (GPTP), stone, quarry
tile, pavers and brick. 254
Platinum, designed to just
mix with water, has a long
open time with unsurpassed
adhesion and workability.
254 Platinum is a LATICRETE
approved substitute for 211
Powder mixed with 4237
Latex Additive.
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Australia
On-site Demo with Pool Tile
Perfection
Chris Stenhouse, LATICRETE Technical Sales Rep was
doing an on-site demonstration using LATICRETE
installation materials at Cremorne with Glen and the
team from Pool Tile Perfection. The team used the
following LATICRETE installation materials to install
Bisazza glass mosaic tiles to a residential pool.
Products used: 254 Platinum and SPECTRALOCK®
PRO Premium Grout.

TAFE SPECTRALOCK®
Training
Craig Hunter, LATICRETE Technical Sales Rep,
finished 2020 facilitating SPECTRALOCK® PRO
Premium Grout* training for Stage 2 students
at Newcastle TAFE, NSW. Students had handson training in the practical room and discussed
the benefits and attributes of epoxy in the
classroom.

Australia

Project Highlight!!!
Recently completed a project using LATICRETE® Guard EA
(Epoxy Hybrid) floor coating system in Singapore!
Project: Light Industrial Workshop at Defu Lane,
Singapore
Floor System: Guard EA System (Colour: Atlantic Grey)
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A wide range of LATICRETE flooring systems is now available in the Middle East!

Are you looking for a high-performance anti-microbial and hygiene surface for your commercial, residential floors and
additional protection for your parking and industrial areas?
LATICRETE® provides High-Performance Flooring Solutions comprising a complete range of industrial and decorative
systems, designed with the breadth and versatility to accommodate most flooring demands.
Contact Now : 800 5632 ( within UAE) | +971 7 244 6396 | Email : enquiry@laticrete.me

Ray of hope
The UAE has vaccination centers set up all
across the country where all the residents
can get vaccinated, free of costs.
Many of the LATICRETE team members
including our General Manager, Ritesh
Singh have already gotten their first dose
of vaccines.
These vaccines offer hope for a better
future and safe environment.
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LATICRETE®
MEA
APP for
Android™
Coming
Soon!
Get on the wait-list and be
the first to try it from Google
Play-store!

AHLAN LATICRETE Newsletter - Ed. 25
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FEATURE
FOCUS

MUSEUM OF
THE FUTURE
Client : Dubai Future Foundation
Architect : Killa Design
Contractor: BAM International
Stone fixing - Contractor : Deemah stones
Location: Dubai

Photo Credit: Shihab/Khaleej Times
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The Museum of The Future’s bold and
imaginative torus shape pushes the
boundaries of engineering design: Phil
Handforth
Photo credit : Buro Happold

The Background
The Museum of the Future is another
magnificent construction in Dubai with many
iconic projects that have loomed up over the
city’s elevated, driverless metro system on the
financial district’s edge. It builds on over five
years of immersive exhibitions created for the
World Government Summit, a global platform
dedicated to the future of public service, held
each year in Dubai. These exhibitions focused
on future technology’s role in diverse sectors
such as government services, healthcare,
climate change, and food security.
Four floors of expansive exhibitions will focus
on the possible futures of outer space resource
development, ecosystems and bioengineering,
and health, wellness, and spirituality. Another
floor dedicated to showcasing near-future
technologies will transform our world by
addressing health, water, food, transportation,
and energy challenges. The final floor will give
children a world to explore and challenges
to complete helping them become “future
heroes.”
The Future Museum will take a torus
shape, a gleaming silver oval with an open
AHLAN LATICRETE Newsletter - Ed. 25

center, designed by Killa Design, a leading
architectural company offering unique ideas,
symbolic and timeless designs, and designs
inherent in sustainable architecture, cultural
and contextual influences. The building looks
almost like an eye keeping watch over this
growing city, the largest in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). The architectural world defines
the futuristic shape of the Museum as a torus
with an elliptical void.
The eye: technically, a torus shape is the grand
statement of ambition to mark the emirate’s
skyline. The Museum of the Future stands
encased in stainless steel adorned with Arabic
calligraphy.
BAM International is the main contractor for
this project. BAM is a subsidiary of Royal BAM

Group, one of Europe’s largest contracting
companies active in construction, property,
civil engineering, public-private partnerships,
mechanical and electrical contracting, and
engineering in 30 countries worldwide.
BAM chose Deemah Stones as the subcontractor for stone fixing. Also, LATICRETE®
became a part of the tile and stone installation
system.
Deemah Stones, the most reputed name for
stone installation in premium projects, was
awarded the subcontract for this project for
exterior granite installation. The team at
Deemah comprises of well-experienced and
multicultural workers, and the company has
already proven that it can respond to any
commercial challenge.

The Challenge
As an iconic project, ‘Museum of the Future’
expects to become a significant tourist
attraction in the United Arab Emirates, and
BAM wanted the installation to be of “Extra
Heavy Duty” rating - capable of taking in the
harsh external weather, vehicular movement,
and the related stresses.
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The team anticipated heavy vehicular traffic
areas and heavy foot traffic areas and
suggested to install Granite pavers on the
exterior floors.

The LATICRETE Solutions
The technical team from Deemah stones and
LATICRETE Middle East LLC came up with a
thick bed installation solution, which met the
client’s extra heavy-duty requirements.
The products selected were 254 Platinum
Slurry and 3701 Fortified Mortar Bed for
heavy vehicular traffic areas, and 254
Platinum Slurry with 3642 Latex Concentrate,
where it came to heavy foot traffic areas. They
also decided to use Permacolor grout for joints.
254 Platinum - The ultimate one-step, polymer
fortified, thin-set mortar for interior and exterior
installation of ceramic tile, stone, quarry tile,
pavers, and brick.
3642 Latex Concentrate is a concentrated
latex admix diluted with water on-site and
then mixed with LATICRETE Thick Bed Mortar
or Portland cement and sand to make cement
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plasters, renders, coatings, mortar beds,
and screeds for concrete repairs.
3701 Fortified Mortar Bed is a polymer
fortified blend of carefully selected
polymers, portland cement, and graded
aggregates. 3701 Fortified Mortar Bed
does not require latex admix and only water
needs to be added to produce thick bed
mortar with exceptional strength.

The Outcome
BAM International and Deemah maintained
their reputation and delivery record by
choosing the most reliable solution from
LATICRETE to deliver the clients and
consultants desired results.
Sivakumar, Erwin, and the technical &
specification team from LATICRETE served
diligently to address the customer’s
requirements and concerns. As a result,
an iconic project was completed with the
loyalty of the LATICRETE installation system.
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MOHANDIS
CORNER

Image credit : killadesign

Window designs, in the form of Arabic calligraphy, based on the Ruler of Dubai, HH Sheikh Mohammed’s
quotes, are intricately 3D mapped onto the curved skin.

Image credit : killadesign
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Why are expansion joints needed
in tile and stone applications?
The basic answer is that in the construction world everything moves.
Therefore, accommodation for this movement is required to prevent materials
from falling apart and causing destructive failure.
This principle is no different when it comes to ceramic tile and stone
installations. Movement is a natural part of these installations and must be
accounted for and accommodated. There have been many industry related
articles written on this topic that can be consulted for additional information.
In addition, the Tile Council of North America (TCNA) Handbook for Ceramic,
Glass, and Stone Tile Installation provides a very detailed explanation of
the requirements and necessity for expansion joint construct, design and
placement. Consult TCNA Handbook for Ceramic, Glass, and Stone Tile
Installation detail EJ171 for this vital information.

Because of the limitless conditions and structural systems on which tile,
glass, masonry veneer, and stone can be installed, it is the responsibility
of the project’s architect and engineer to show the specific locations and
details of movement joints on project drawings. It is the Project Designer/
Project Architect/Project Engineer’s responsibility to detail and outline the
requirements for each specific project. Design Professionals have available to
them tables that outline the expansion rates (coefficient of expansion) of most
building materials. In their calculations, they can predict how much movement
will take place on a given project over a specific substrate using a specific type
of adhesive and installation method. As you can imagine, there are countless
combinations. There is no way that an installer can know which combination is
applicable before they walk onto a project.
Therefore, for best results; the “sizing” and “placement” of expansion /
movement joints should be CALCULATED rather than assumed. What is the
“formula” for calculating the sizes and placement of expansion joints? In
short, it is the tile coefficient of expansion X temperature range X distance
between joints.
■ The tile coefficient information should be available from the manufacturer
or standard architectural references.
■ The temperature range is the lowest anticipated ambient temperature to
highest surface temperature that the project will experience.
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■

The distance between the joints is the only variable in the equation.
This can be varied to achieve a joint of proper minimum and maximum
width. Otherwise, if the planned distance between joints is fixed or if
there is a minimum or maximum distance required, the joint width must
be followed.
Note that the formula is not a simple one-dimensional calculation. There is also
differential thermal movement of the underlying substrate, as well as moisture
shrinkage/expansion, live loads (including seismic or wind) or dead loads,
which may take precedence and determine minimum width of joints over
thermal movement.
Absent a design professional, as a safe harbor the TCNA suggestions outlined
in detail EJ171 in the TCNA Handbook for Ceramic, Glass, and Stone Tile
Installation can be followed. It is interesting to note that the Stone Industry
also points back
to this detail. The Marble Institute of America’s (MIA) Design Manual
references the TCNA Detail EJ171 for expansion joint requirements in stone
installations.
Some of the factors that affect the movement of tile installations are as
follows. All of these factors cause the tile and stone installation to move. If this
movement is not accommodated for, the restriction in movement can allow
the grout to crack or powder out or the tile to pop up or “tent” up: Physical
Building Movement:
Why Are Expansion Joints Needed in Tile and Stone Installations?
TDS 252
This can include the movement, vibration and deflection that an installation
undergoes. This type of movement is the most common and can lead to failure
if the proper measures are not implemented.
Shrinkage of Concrete:
Shrinkage of concrete occurs during the curing and hydration of concrete as
moisture loss occurs. When this occurs, concrete naturally shrinks down. In
today’s world of fast track construction, it has become normal to install tile
and stone over newer concrete slabs that may not have experienced all the
shrinkage that it will undergo. In many cases, you may see tiles tented up
over new installations. The reason for this is that the concrete has continued
to shrink down as it is cures and the tile installation has remained the
same in size. More
frequent expansion
joint placement can
allow for this type of
movement to take
place and keep the tile
installation in place.

Thermal Movement:
Thermal movement can include temperature fluctuations and changes in
environmental temperature. This is easy to understand when it comes to
exterior applications. However, in indoor applications, it is not even considered.
Keep in mind that installations are subject to the cycling of cooling and heating
systems that heat and cool the air. Moving air across an installation will
cause the temperature to fluctuate and will cause the installation to move. In
addition, radiant heat flooring is gaining in popularity and can also affect and
stress the installation.
The creation of temperature difference on the surface of the installation and
AHLAN LATICRETE Newsletter - Ed. 25
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behind the installation can also create stresses that need accommodation. In
exteriors, imagine an installation sitting in the sun. At times, these installations
can reach temperatures of well over 140˚F (60˚C). Then a quick rain shower
comes by and douses the installation with cool rain. In this instance, the
temperature can drop down to 70˚F (21˚C) in a matter of seconds. This type
of stress needs to be accommodated by expansion joints or loss of bond can
occur. Also freezing and thawing can affect an installation. Interior installations
that have skylights or are surrounded by windows and glass doors may need
to be treated as exterior applications. Expansion joint frequency and width
should be increased in exterior and submerged applications due to more
extreme conditions. In like manner, some interior applications can also see the
same type of extreme conditions.
Moisture Expansion:
In some cases, the finish material used can take on moisture due to its
porosity rate. Over time, this absorption of moisture can cause growth in the
finish material. This growth can lead to loss of bond if periodic expansion joint
placement is not available to accommodate this potential movement.
Encroachment of Dissimilar Building Materials:
Perimeter expansion joints are required on all installations to allow free
movement at the perimeter of the installation.
Generally, a perimeter movement joint is a minimum of ¼” (6mm) in width.
Dissimilar building materials can precipitate even faster rates of expansion and
can encroach upon the tile and stone installation. It is good practice to place
a soft movement joint at all changes of finish materials to accommodate this
movement.
Changes of Plane:
Movement joints are also required at all changes of plane. For example, the
corners and coves of an installation, or the transition between stair treads and
risers. There is greater stress at these areas and they therefore require the use
of a soft movement joint.
Treatment of Existing Movement Joints:
Existing movement joints can take several forms. They are as follows:
Dynamic Movement Joints – are joints in a substrate that are designed to take
and absorb dynamic movement Control Joints – are joints that are sawn into
green concrete to help control shrinkage of concrete.
Cold Joints – occur between two adjacent pours of concrete.
Perimeter Isolation Joint – occurs at the perimeter of an installation.
In all cases, it is best to honor all movement joints and carry them up through
the setting bed and tile or stone finish layer.
These joints should follow the profile and maintain the minimum required
width of the joint. In no instance should the movement joint in the tile work
be narrower than the existing joint in the substrate. In some instances, a crack
isolation membrane (e.g. HYDRO BAN® used with LATICRETE Waterproof &
Anti-Fracture Fabric, 9235 Waterproofing Membrane) can be used over the
control and cold joints, making sure to loop the anti-fracture membrane with
fabric into the joint. If there are no existing movement joints in the substrate,
that does not absolve the tile or stone finish layer of requiring an expansion
joint at the finish layer. Expansion joints are still required to be placed at the
finish layer.
Type of Expansion Joint
Materials:
Possibly the best type of expansion
joint material that can be used is
a flexible silicone (e.g. LATASIL™)
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or urethane sealant placed over a closed cell foam backer rod. The sealant
used in expansion joints should achieve a minimum SHORE A hardness of 35.
It is best to achieve a two-sided bond only to the flanks of the open joint in
the tile. The two-sided bond allows for maximum movement of the sealant.
A three-sided bond to the substrate can restrict the total capable movement
of the flexible sealant and cause premature joint cracking and disintegration.
Bond breaker tape (a narrow sliver of tape) can be placed in joints that are
too shallow to receive the closed cell foam backer rod. This bond breaker tape
also makes provision for a two-sided sealant bond. In certain cases, a suitable
primer should be used in wet area conditions or when using a porous finish
material (e.g. sandstone).
Pre-fabricated expansion joint strips are also available and can be used in
many applications. An advantage to these strips is that they protect the
exposed tile edge better than the flexible sealants. However, a drawback to
the strips is that they do not allow for full joint movement as do the sealant
joints. Some of these strips are composed of very hard plastic or metal and are
not as forgiving as the sealant joint. If they are used, it may be a good idea
to increase the frequency of placement and/or allow for a wider space when
they are placed.
Latex- or acrylic-based caulks are not suitable for flooring applications or for
vertical applications that will be exposed to moisture or the elements.
Effects of Renovations:
At times, a failure can occur within a tile or stone installation after construction
renovation has taken place on an installation. For example, a large skylight
is cut into an existing space and now the tile installation is exposed to direct
sunlight, whereas in the past it never saw the light of day. When this type of
renovation takes place, the tile and stone installation should be re-evaluated to
determine if it now complies with its new environment. In far too many cases,
it is taken for granted that the tile will be just fine. Unfortunately, that really is
not the case and a failure can result.
Expansion Joint Placement:
All installations require perimeter expansion joints. The minimum width for the
perimeter joints is ¼” (6mm). If the perimeter will be covered with a shoe
molding, then the joint can be left open to allow for the movement. If the
joint will be exposed, then it should be treated with a suitable flexible sealant.
In addition, if the size of the installation is large enough to warrant field
movement joints, then they should be placed as directed and outlined by the
construction documents or the TCNA Handbook for Ceramic, Glass, and Stone
Tile Installation detail EJ171. Exterior applications will require more frequent
and wider expansion joint placement and width.
It is also not advisable to cut in expansion joints after the tile or stone
installation has been placed and grouted. The damage that can occur before
the saw cutting takes may be irreversible. Therefore, following industry
requirements to construct the joints as the work progresses is the best course
of action. In addition, the space left for the movement joint should be clear
of anything that can potentially restrict movement, including thin set mortar,
spacers, dirt and debris. To summarize this discussion, all tile and stone
installations require expansion joints. All buildings will move. Therefore,
accommodation for this movement is necessary. To properly review and place
expansion joints, the best time to discuss and deal with the issue is before the
installation takes place. This will help to avoid problems and finger pointing
after the installation is completed.
Technical Data Sheets are subject to change without notice.
For latest revision, check our website at www.laticrete.com - TDS 252.doc
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ً
استخدم دائما منظف ستونتيك® المتخصص لحماية والحفاظ
ً
.على جمال األسطح الحجرية بدال من المنظف العادي

Always use a specialized STONETECH® cleaner to protect and maintain
the beauty of your stone surfaces instead of an ordinary cleaner.
قبل
BEFORE

Cleaner

بعد
AFTER

 بورسالنn  ترافنتينn  رخامn جرانيت
Granite n Marble n Travertine n Porcelain

منظف
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