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Staley Marble and Granite was
founded in 1972 by Fred Staley,
Senior. Today the company is thriv-
ing under the leadership of Brian
Staley. When Fred Senior began the
company in the Marble Dale
Community (Knox County, TN)
some 34 years ago he probably never
imagined the company would one
day provide jobs for his four sons,
Fred, Jr., Richard, Brian, and Jeff.
Today the company is enjoying suc-
cess and providing jobs for more than
40 employees. During the carly
years work was done with the gener-
ous use of manual labor, wrestling
slabs onto saw tables under a steel
building with few side walls to break
the wind and cold. It was a hardy
crew working hard in an industry still
struggling to find its way. There
were cycles of extremely good times
followed closely by horribly tough
times when residential or commercial
jobs were difficult to obtain. These
were the “boom to bust” cycles of the
stone industry in the 70’s and 80’s.

In those early days the company.
operated exclusively on commercial
projects primarily in the Atlanta,
Florida and Washington, DC mar-
kets.  Fred Senior retired in 1993
passing the torch to Brian, next to the
youngest. At this time the three other
brothers were pursuing other oppor-
tunities. As CEQ with responsibility
for the success and growth of the

company Brian found a way to bring
the three brothers back together. Each
one with a different educational back-
ground made it a perfect fit, with Fred
taking care of any operational duties
from legal to accounting matters;
Richard headed the commercial divi-
sion and Jeff the residential. Once the
four reunited it was obvious the
growth was going to warrant a larger
and updated facility. So they engi-
neered relocation to new facilities in
May of 2003. The plant layout
involved the experience and expertise
of all the brothers and employees of
the company. At the south end of the
shop is a custom designed enclosed
area where flat bed trailers of stone
can be positioned with the trailer bed
matching the height of the work floor
of the shop. From there it requires lit-
tle time and effort to step onto: the
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truck to hook slabs or pallets to the
overhead crane which can travel the
entire length of the shop and ware-
house storage area. This area also is
used to load fabricated projects onto
trucks that will transport the materials
to the jobsite for installation. The slab
holding area presently contains over
15,000 square feet and over 100 col-
ors of marble, granite, quartz, lime-
stone and slate. In 1994 the company
expanded their focus to include high
end residential work. Today the proj-
ect mix is about equally divided
between commercial and residential
and they have recently added a
Commercial and Residential Tile
Division. The company distributes
product manufactured by American
Olean, Dal-Tile, and Florida Tile.
The company is involved with fur-
nishing and installing cladding for the
Electric Power Board’s eight story
office complex and garage located in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. In the
Knoxville, Tennessee market Staley.
Marble & Granite

Sports
Facility, Knoxville
| Convention Center,
B Park West Hospital,

and major renova-

and Sevier County
Bank.

Brian has led his company into
state of the art facilities with quality
production machinery including
updated sawing and ONC milling
machinery manufactured in Italy and
distributed by Vic International
Corporation. The new facility has
nearby plant air available at every,
work station. The company has
addressed the readily available but
expensive use of water by installing a
Cont’d on page 5
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LATICRETE DONATES MURAL MATERIALS FOR CISNEROS FONTANALS FOUNDATION

LATICRETE® International,
Inc., a global leader in the manu-
facturing of ceramic tile and stone:
installation systems, once again
collaborated with world-class
glass tile manufacturer Bisazza for
a charitable cause. Together,
Bisazza and LATICRETE gener-
ously donated materials to create a
4,800 sq. ft. mural for the Cisneros

" Fontanals Foundation in Miami,
Florida.

Ella Fontanals created the
Cisneros Fontanals Foundation in
2002 with an objective of provid-
ing support for the Miami Art
Center’s many local activities. As
a non-profit organization, the
foundation is dedicated to support
emerging talent within the com-
munity, with a strong emphasis on
contemporary artists who are of
Latin American and Hispanic
descent.

Products from both Bisazza and
LATICRETE were used to install
the mosaic mural that is located

just outside of the foundation’s
headquarters in downtown Miami.
Bisazza is known for designing its
specialty mosaics featuring 24-
carat gold and traditional vitreous
glass finishes — all of which are
hand cut. Within this particular
mural, a garden scene was depict-
ed using these mosaics, with bam-
boo, grassy vines and colorful
foliage as part of the overall
image.
" Incorporating an assortment of
different tile colors from its
numerous series, Bisazza creative-
ly formatted the mural and posi-
tioned each individual piece in a
way that made the mural, in some
ways, look like puzzles inside of
puzzles. For a project like this,
which used state-of-the-art exqui-
site mosaic tiles, Bisazza’s materi-
als needed the expertise of LATI-
CRETE installation systems to
ensure the project was installed at
optimal levels.

“LATICRETE has a long stand-

ing relationship with Bisazza that
has always resulted in great suc-
cess,” said Arthur Mintie,
Technical Services Supervisor for
LATICRETE. “We’re delighted to
work with them once again for this
project.”

LATICRETE provided its wide
palette of grout colors for the
designers of the mural to choose
from, including: LATICRETE 272
Floor N’ Wall Thin Set Mortar
(white), LATICRETE 101 Rapid
Latex Mortar Admix,
SpectraLOCK™ Pro Liquids, #
1288 Silver Shadow Unit Part C,
and # 1288 Silver Shadow
SpectraLOCK Pro .

For the Bisazza mural, Mintie
recommended SpectraLOCK Pro
because it provides all of the bene-
fits of traditional epoxy grouts, yet
has a longer working time.
Furthermore, it also has improved
stain and chemical resistance with-
out discoloration or cracking.

LATICRETE 101 Rapid Latex

Mortar Admix was also chosen for
the mosaic ‘'mural. Mintie noted
that when this product is mixed
with LATICRETE thin-set mor-
tars, such as the LATICRETE 272
Floor N’ Wall Thin Set Mortar that
was also donated, the mixture
offers high strength, quick setting
properties, ensuring a faster instal-
lation time for the Bisazza mural.
With all of the needed materials
from LATICRETE and the mosaic
tile granted by Bisazza, a complet-
ed mural was presented to the
Cisneros Fontanals Foundation.
Both Bisazza and LATICRETE
were pleased to contribute.
“Through visual and perform-
ing arts, the Cisneros Fontanals
Foundation fosters a cultural
exchange within the artistic com-
munity in Miami,” concluded
Mintie. “We at LATICRETE feel
honored to be a part of that.”



