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Situation
In early 2014, a private homeowner
approached LATICRETE MVP Collins Tile
and Stone with plans for an exquisite and
extensive remodeling job. The plans
called for a complete reimagination of
a master bathroom.
The homeowner’s plans are rightfully
described as exquisite due to the fact the
designs included a new enclosed steam
shower housed within a beautiful glass
enclosure. The shower was juxtaposed
against a new Japanese Air Soaking Tub.
These elements were complemented with a
combination of tiles chosen to create both
texture and modern appeal throughout the
installation. This included a decorative mural
made of hand-made fused glass mosaic.

The term ‘extensive’ also applies since the
designs called for the complete demolition of
the existing bathroom finishes, the elimination
of two picture windows, the addition of a
new 84" x 24" (213 cm x 61 cm) transom
window to allow natural light throughout
the bathroom and significant modifications
to the bathroom’s cathedral ceiling to
accommodate the steam shower.
Collins Tile and Stone knew the outcome of
this project would be stunning and knew it
called for the best products on the market.

used the best products and adhered to every industry standard. This
“Weallowed
us to not only enhance the beauty of the bathroom remodel, but to
ensure longevity of the tile work.
”
~ Buck Collins
Collins Tile and Stone, LATICRETE MVP

Challenge
Collins Tile and Stone faced two challenges
with this project. First, the homeowner
did not have professionally-drawn plans.
Second, the project needed to accommodate
the presence of steam.
Design Specifications – The
homeowner had sketched out very specific
plans. While these designs thoroughly
prescribed the look and feel of the
bathroom, they did not enjoy the guidance
of an architect. Collins Tile and Stone is well
versed in the art of bringing homeowner
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designs to life, and knew they needed
materials that could both meet
the homeowner’s expectations and perform
as promised.
Exposure to Steam – The bathroom’s
planned steam shower, while stunningly
beautiful, would have a negative impact on
materials used to construct the bathroom.
Collins Tile and Stone needed a suite of
products that could stand up to these
harsh conditions.

A LATICRETE Solution
Collins Tile and Stone relied on LATICRETE
products to overcome these challenges and
achieve the homeowner’s vision. Materials
were purchased from Architectural Ceramics
in Chantilly, VA and included:
HYDRO BAN® Sheet Membrane
was used to waterproof cement board in
the steam shower. The HYDRO BAN Sheet
Membrane is a waterproof product installed
using a substrate-appropriate LATICRETE thin-set.
Due to its polymeric construction, HYDRO
BAN Sheet Membrane is the perfect
choice for steam room and steam shower
applications. Available in rolls, tapes, corners
and collars, HYDRO BAN Sheet Membrane
allows for a quick, easy waterproof
installation, which will retain its integrity
for the life of the installation.
LATASIL™ was used for all movement
joints within the steam shower.
LATASIL sealant is a high performance, one
component, neutral cure, 100% silicone
sealant designed for ceramic tile & stone
applications. Applicable wherever stone
must abut another type of surface, LATASIL
provides a flexible sealant that can match
abutted material of any color.
LATICRETE Glass Tile Adhesive was
used to install the decorative mosaic.
LATICRETE Glass Tile Adhesive is a water

mixed, non-sag, polymer fortified adhesive
mortar that is specifically formulated for
use in glass tile applications. The product
has great workability and produces an ultra
white adhesive color that enhances the
look of glass mosaics, glass tile, and most
any translucent tile or stone. In addition to
containing antimicrobial protection, Glass Tile
Adhesive is GREENGUARD certified for low
VOC. Glass Tile Adhesive can also be used
with porcelain or ceramic tile.
4-XLT was used to install the stone and tiles
on the walls and floors. This product
was chosen for to its ability to handle large
heavy tiles.
4-XLT is a multi-use, polymer fortified adhesive
mortar that offers tremendous utility including
non-sag capability for wall installations,
non-slump characteristics when installing
large and heavy tiles on floors with buildup
capability of up to ½” (12 mm) thickness.
254 Platinum was used to adhere
ceiling tiles. 254 Platinum is a one-step,
polymer-fortified, ANSI A118.15-compliant,
high-performance, thin-set mortar which is
used for demanding installations of ceramic
tile and stone. It is designed to mix with water,
has a long open time and high shear bond
strength which results in an adhesive mortar
with unsurpassed adhesion and workability.

Outcome
Collins Tile and Stone and the homeowner
are each very happy with the outcome.
The homeowner has a showcase bathroom
of the highest caliber.
Collins Tile and Stone’s work was
recognized with the ‘National Tile

Contractors Association Five-Star Grand
Prize for Residential Tile Installation’ at
Coverings 2015.
This prestigious award is one of the highest
recognitions a residential installer can receive.
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