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Situation
The Dauphin Island Sea Lab is Alabama's
primary marine education and research
center. It is the home site of the Marine
Environmental Sciences Consortium and was
founded by an act of the Alabama State
Legislature in 1971.
The Sea Lab put out a public bid to renovate
its cafeteria and restrooms inside Beagle
Hall, including the floors. After submitting
a bid, General Contractor DCD Construction,
Inc., was awarded the project. Decorative
Concrete Designs got involved with the
project only when the terrazzo came in over
budget. DCD Construction offered LATICRETE
SPARTACOTE through Decorative Concrete
Designs as an alternative.
Decorative Concrete Designs has been

involved in decorative concrete, concrete
restoration, concrete toppings and selfleveling, polished concrete, and concrete
coatings for the past 17 years. With
offices located in Ocean Springs, MS, and
Mobile, AL, the firm services Mississippi,
Alabama, and Louisiana. The company has
a great reputation in the concrete industry
as well as with architects and owners in
the region.
The Dauphin Island renovation project scope
included the cafeteria’s entire interior: adding
two bathrooms; adding four new showers;
and renovating four existing restrooms with
new floors, fixtures, partitions, and walls
at the Beagle Hall Dormitory. Total floor
renovation was 4,300 ft2 (3,870 m2).

“This project is an excellent example of the SPARTACOTE material’s ability to
reproduce exotic, custom, multi-colored terrazzo with excellent results for a
significant cost-savings to the customer.”
®

~ Mike Brents
SPARTACOTE Product Champion

Challenges
A pre-construction evaluation of the existing
slab exposed a challenge: Vinyl Composition
Tile (VCT) with asbestos glue. Given a tight
six day schedule it would prove very difficult
to remove and properly dispose the VCT and
asbestos glue.
Rather than removing the existing VCT and
asbestos glue, DCD placed a cementitious,
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self-leveling underlayment over the VCT
that encapsulated the asbestos. After the
self-leveling underlayment cured, the DCD
coatings crew mechanically ground it to
a concrete surface profile (CSP) 3. This
properly prepared underlayment made
a great substrate for the SPARTACOTE®
coatings material to bond to.

A LATICRETE Solution
The next challenge was selecting the correct
custom colors to match up the SPARTACOTE®
CHIP™ with the terrazzo sample specified
by the architect. DCD worked with LATICRETE
Technical Sales Representative Chris Ard and
SPARTACOTE Product Champion Mike Brents to
perform the chip color match to the terrazzo.
They took pictures of the terrazzo samples
and had the vinyl chips custom-matched at the
point of manufacture.
Another challenge the DCD concrete coatings
crew encountered was separating portions of
the surface for the unique coating design. They
had to create grey partition strips between the
colors to resemble zinc terrazzo strips. DCD

achieved this look with ¼” (6 mm), chrome
vinyl pin striping tape. They applied the tape
to the prepared substrate in accordance with
the design specification.
Next, the DCD coatings team applied a
custom blend of white and bright green
SPARTACOTE pigmented base coats to the
prepared underlayment surface. They then
broadcast the custom color flake into the
wet resin. After allowing time to cure,
they scraped and cleaned the excess flake
off of the surface. Finally, they applied
two SPARTACOTE PURE™ top coats to the
surface, giving the floor a smooth, easy to
clean finish.

“The major challenge of this project was trying to match the vinyl chip
color with the terrazzo sample. We worked with LATICRETE to make
this happen.”
~ Elliot Davis
President - DCD Construction, Inc.

Outcome
The owner, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, is very
happy with their new SPARTACOTE floor; its
aesthetics, its safe, high traction properties,
and its ease of maintenance. The newly
renovated cafeteria was named in honor of
May Tillman and is now named May's Café'.
The new facility opened in February 2016.
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