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Undertaking the Spa at
The Ritz-Carlton, Budapest
The Situation

The Challenge

Situated in the heart of Hungary’s capital, The
Ritz-Carlton, Budapest blends traditional elements
with modern touches to provide its guests with
the ultimate luxury experience.

Location: The spa is located on the eighth floor
of the hotel, which means that the 14 meters
(45 feet) long by 4 meters (13 feet) wide
swimming pool and the machinery room with
overflow tanks sit above seven stories of
luxury suites and accommodations. Both the
contractor and general contractor were adamant
that they needed the best solution on the
market to waterproof the area to provide a
fail-safe installation.

The hotel resides in a 19th-century heritage
building that was purchased by The Ritz-Carlton
in 2015. Shortly after, the hotel closed for a
major renovation to create world-class amenities
like its onsite Hungarian-inspired restaurant
called Deák St. Kitchen and residential-style
accommodations. A 400-square meter
(approximately 4,305 square foot) spa was
also completely re-done and includes showers,
changing rooms, steam rooms and a swimming
pool for guests to relax after a long day exploring
St. Stephen's Basilica, Erzsébet Square and the
River Danube, a short walk away.
The renovation was led by local general
contractor Sky Aqua Kft, who brought
on Germany-based contractor Feuring
Hotelconsulting GmbH to rebuild the spa
after a complete teardown.
“As a globally-known luxury hotel, it was
necessary that the building materials used during
reconstruction were of the highest quality. Luckily,
LATICRETE products were specified and could
guarantee lasting results,” said Marton Balazs,
owner of the local distributor LATICRETE Hungary.
“Everything old was removed and rebuilt from
the concrete structures, including re-leveling and
waterproofing. The entire area also needed to
be re-tiled using various sizes and styles of tile
such as glass mosaic for the pool, steam room,
shower and columns surrounding the pool.”
®

2

Commercial-Grade Flooring: Feuring
Hotelconsulting GmbH chose epoxy grout for
use on the R12 non-slip floor tiles, required for
commercial spas, which was a concern for some
of the subcontractors working on site who were
not familiar with this product. Originally, the
subcontractors suggested a cement grout, but
Feuring Hotelconsulting GmbH was adamant
about using epoxy grout due to its many
benefits, including its inability to absorb water
and stain easily like some cement-based grouts.

A LATICRETE Solution
For each section of the spa that needed
waterproofing, LATICRETE had an appropriate
product to get the job done to ensure guests on
the seven levels below would stay dry. Feuring
Hotelconsulting GmbH used HYDRO BAN to
waterproof the pool deck and steam room,
9325 Waterproofing Membrane to waterproof
the swimming pool, and lastly, LATAPOXY Ⓡ
Waterproof Flashing Mortar to waterproof the
pipes and lamps of the swimming pool and the
drains of the deck.
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To provide The Ritz-Carlton, Budapest peace of mind and a lasting
installation, each of the products chosen offered benefits that made them
ideal for their applications. For example, 9325 Waterproofing Membrane
was chosen to waterproof the pool because it is designed for continuous
water submersion applications. Whereas LATAPOXY Waterproof Flashing
Mortar is specifically designed to adhere to metal, PVC pipes, drains
and flashing.
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Chosen for its ease of use, 3701 Fortified Mortar thick bed mortar was
used to level the walls and stairs of the swimming pool. This product is a
polymer-fortified blend of carefully selected polymers, portland cement and
graded aggregates that do not require the use of latex admix. Water is the
only element needed to produce thick bed mortar with exceptional strength.
To adhere tiles, specifically the large and heavy tiles used on the walls of
the spa, 254 Platinum was selected for its superior strength.
Because the spa will be utilized by travelers year round, SPECTRALOCK Ⓡ
PRO Grout was ideal thanks to its superior crack and chemical resistance,
excellent color uniformity, durability and stain protection. Feuring
Hotelconsulting GmbH chose the epoxy grout for the non-slip floor tiles
®

despite pushback from subcontractors who initially thought a cement-based
grout might be better, even though cement grouts typically are not water
resistant to make them equipped for this installation.
Both SPECTRALOCK PRO Grout and 254 Platinum provide anti-microbial
protection to help inhibit the growth of mold and mildew on the grout.

Outcome
The Ritz-Carlton, Budapest spa was completed in December 2016,
operating at full-function for the holiday season.
Last year, Forbes Travel Guide debuted its 2018 Star Awards, unveiling one
of the most impressive batches of four-star hotels around the world. Of the
70 properties in the category, The Ritz-Carlton, Budapest was listed and
named a “modern luxury in Budapest's historic center.”
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“All installations involving LATICRETE

products worked
wonderfully, and everybody was happy with the quality
and performance of the products”
®

-- Representative of
Feuring Hotelconsulting GmbH
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